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finally, GI (global illumination). Stephenson points out the advantages and disadvantages of the various methods and shows ways to improve the final image with code samples.
I found the book to be a good introduction to the subject, although a bit terse in spots. On the flip side, Stephenson refers to a related Web site, which I could not find listed in the book, and the last three chapters have some misspelled words (not a lot, but enough to show a certain lack of care).
-Howard Whitston The best features of the book include: its in-depth coverage of the use of Ajax to implement MVC (modelview-controller) in the browser; how to encapsulate user interface functionality; how to avoid the security challenges associated with Ajax Web applications; and Ajax usability improvement, including the use of the back button, caching, bookmarking, and offline usage.
The Web site that complements the book (http://www. enterpriseajax.com) contains code samples, case studies, tutorials, and demos. This is an essential feature for a book that addresses such a dynamic topic as Ajax.
Chapter 5 offers something new to the Ajax literature. It examines the Ajax development life cycle, identifying what is specific for Ajax applications. This chapter is important to project leaders who need to build a development framework and overcome the performance and security problems associated with Ajax.
This book is a necessary addition to the library of anyone interested in the development of robust enterprise Web applications.
-Jose M. Ramirez
